Madison board adds extra money for extracurricular activities
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July 19, 2005


Pay-to-participate continues to be a hot topic in the Madison school district, and the board of education Monday night decided to add extra money to extracurricular coffers to help cut costs for families. 


The district board room was full again Monday with parents and concerned citizens asking that pay-to-participate fees be significantly decreased.


Since an operating levy narrowly passed in May, Madison is moving to pay-to-participate for the 2005-06 school year, but the program also has generated numerous questions and concerns. Had the levy failed, district officials had said, all extracurricular activities would have been eliminated.


The uncertainty of the state education budget also contributes to uncertainty in the pay-to-participate program, officials say.


At a May board meeting, Athletic Director Jeff Smith outlined tentative fees. The schedule has junior high/high school sports at $475 per student, per sport.


Examples of other proposed pay-to-participate fees are: marching band/drill team, $200; high school trimester band, $75; jazz band, $50; and dramatic cast/crew (based on one major theatrical production next year), $375.


School board member Todd Daniel on Monday proposed that the board make an additional commitment of $60,000 to support extracurricular activities.


The board voted in favor of making the additional contribution toward the pay-to-participate program, making the district’s total support about $95,000, including an earlier $35,000 given to cover busing and custodial costs.


Smith reported that early numbers for sports participants, including football, soccer and volleyball, seem to be down this year compared with last year’s rosters. 


Smith also said the district has been conducting several fundraisers to generate dollars. A recent “Skyline fundraiser,” for instance, raised an additional $2,500 to $3,000, he said.


Daniel added that 50 percent of districts in the state operate pay-to-participate programs.
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