More than predicted turn out for sports at Madison 


Madison participation up despite pay-to-play 
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By Ginny McCabe, Middletown Journal


Despite pay-to-participate fees, more Madison Local Schools students are turning out for athletics than previously predicted, Superintendent Jan Kesselring said Monday. 


About 33 students are participating in varsity football, according to a recent report from Athletic Director Jeff Smith. Boys soccer has about 24 students participating, while girls soccer has drawn about 32 students and girls volleyball has about 20 students. Just three girls came for cheerleading try-outs held earlier this summer.


Kesselring said the low turnout for cheerleading could be because the participation fee was anticipated to be around $475. Kesselring said she hopes more students will come out now that the fee has been reduced to $250 per student for cheerleading.


In other business, the board accepted 10 new students under the open enrollment program. The additional students will generate about $30,000 for the district. Under open enrollment, the district receives about $3,000 per student from the state.


There are 13 open enrollment applicants on a waiting list for kindergarten. Kesselring said those students would not be approved until after the district knows the number of its own students who will be enrolling into kindergarten this year. 


The board also discussed how best to accommodate the increasing amount of public comment and participation at its meetings. The board is examining the institution of measures and procedures to its meetings orderly and timely, but still allows for residents’ voices to be heard.


One action taken by the board in that regard was the creation of “Fireside Chat” meetings. These meetings would be open to all residents who would like to discuss concerns, ask questions or present their ideas to the board.


The first of these chats will be held on Oct. 3 from 6 to 8 p.m. at Madison Jr./Sr. High School Media Center. 





