Germantown celebrates pretzels with festival


By Ginny McCabe, For Go!�Friday, September 23, 2005 


Germantown is gearing up for its Pretzel Festival this weekend, an event that keeps the community tied up this time of year.


"Pretzel Festival was started 26 years ago by Lester Peck. He wanted to start something in town so that people would have something to do," said Karen Martin, the booth committee chairman. "He felt the Pretzel Festival would be a fitting name because of Germantown's German Heritage."


The festival focuses on the community's German roots and features arts and crafts, all kinds of pretzels and other tasty food items, along with free entertainment. There are three different categories of booths: arts and crafts, nonprofit organizations and professional companies and of course, the food.


Specialty arts and crafts include candles, designer clothing, sun catchers, woodcrafts, cornhole boards and sand art for children, among many other items.


And then there are the pretzels.


Festival-goers greatly anticipate the variety of delicious pretzels, including chocolate-covered, cheese and jalapeno, as well as hamburgers, hot dogs, beef barbecue and chicken sandwiches, pork chops, pizza and much more. For dessert, fresh from the Historical Society, there is hot homemade fruit cobbler, hot fudge cake and the Germantown Rescue Squad's specialty waffles.


Another facet of the festival is the entertainment, which has included everything from country-western music to rock n' roll. This year the festival will host the Air Force Band of Flight (weather permitting), along with a variety of other activities, such as puppet shows for children.


Martin, who has served on the committee for 24 years, said that the event draws nearly 20,000 people during the weekend.


The Pretzel Festival also supports the Tim Hogg Scholarship Fund with Stella and Donald Hogg and the Lyons Club. The scholarship was started in 1984 as a memorial and to honor Tim, who was tragically killed in a car accident. Four scholarships a year are awarded to Valley View High School students, who are pursuing college.


how to go


THE NAME: Germantown Pretzel Festival


THE LOCATION: Veteran's Memorial Park, Germantown


THE HOURS: 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. on Saturday and noon to 6 p.m. Sunday.


THE TAB: Admission free


