Musician of the Month: 3 Feet Deep


By Ginny McCabe, For Go!�Friday, September 23, 2005 


The Middletown-based and rock-oriented cover band 3 Feet Deep has been tearing up the local club scene in the Middletown area for the past seven years.


Playing live is 3 Feet Deep's forte and they are regulars at local venues including Cat's Cove and the Madison Inn. The band's style and sound is wide-ranging and mixes a collection of cover songs, as they strive to help keep the local music scene alive.


The band's line-up is comprised of founder Bob Mack (drums, vocals) and his friends and bandmates Brian Norman (guitar, vocals), Scott Wright (guitar, vocals), John Medley (bass guitar and vocals) and Eric DeBrosse (sound engineer).


Mack, Norman and Wright live in Middletown, while Medley calls Trenton home, but outside of full-time jobs and family, the band finds that playing music together is both fun and personally satisfying. "Bob, Brian and I have been playing together off and on for ten or 15 years," said bassist John Medley. "And, the three of us have played together for about seven years in this band. Bob is probably the guy most responsible for the band being the band."


3 Feet Deep has developed a solid, local following and the band always plays a lot of audience favorites during their set.


"We do everything from 80s to pop and country to the rock 'n' roll from KISS, AC/DC to a number of brand new songs. We are willing to try just about any song and if we get a response from people, we'll try anything," said Medley. "We don't really do a lot of promotion or call a bunch of people to come out to the shows, they just show up and we seem to attract a good crowd."


Medley said they have had every type of crowd come out to enjoy the band's shows. "Personally, I love to pack a dance floor, but I think the biggest compliment is when people just sit and listen to the music," he said.


The majority of gigs the band plays now are in Middletown, where the scene is improving, Medley said.


"I like the music scene here, it is home to me," explained Medley. "People can be very responsive, you just have to get in touch with them. That's when things start to happen and crowds get full."


Mack remembered a time when the scene used to be more lively.


"I think the scene here used to be a lot more vibrant because of some of the bars and clubs that used to be out on Cincinnati-Dayton Road," Mack said. "The thing is that everything is changing. I would say the scene now is steady, but the people around here are hungry for something to do and looking for places to go."


Mack originally named the band from a line he heard in a song that has since escaped his memory. "The name relates to a pool, of course, and to Summer time fun in the pool, when you're 3 feet deep," said Mack. "It was a song from one of those one-hit-wonder band's. It wasn't one of those '867-5309 Jenny' songs."


Mack has ambitions of taking the music as far as they can take it and he said it is satisfying to be able to be musically versatile and able to please a crowd.


"We have total freedom in what we do. I describe that as a real music variety, because we play everything and nobody is telling us what to do. We get a lot of input from the crowd and we just take it from there."


3 Feet Deep will perform from Sept. 30 through October 1 at the Madison Inn and they will also play Cat's Cove on October 14 and 15. Check the band's Web site www.3feetdeepband.com for an up to date schedule and more information.


GO's Musician of the Month feature offers an in-depth profile of a local performer or group to spotlight the local music scene. To be considered for Musician of the Month, the performers must be from our coverage area and/or must perform in the coverage area for a paying audience.


