


Pig out at the Preble County Pork Festival!





By Ginny McCabe


For Go!/Middletown Journal


Friday, September 16, 2005 





The Preble County Pork Festival celebrates its 35th year as it rolls into the Preble County Fairgrounds this weekend.





Attendees, expected to number more than 125,000 can enjoy a variety of food, including a BBQ Pork Chop Smorgasbord, sausage and pancake breakfast, the Porkhouse Short Order Restaurant, along with sugar waffles (made in the shape of a pig) and ice cream.





Entertainment includes the Preble Pride Cloggers, the McMehan Magic Show, Southern Illusion Band and Les Kimes Pork Chop Revue. There will also be daily pig races.





The arts and crafts portion of the Pork Festival is one of the largest shows in the area and showcases more than 500 arts and crafts exhibitors who will present their goods in 750 show spaces, displayed in more than 90,000 square feet of space.





Preble County began the festival as a way to foster a better understanding between the farm community and a growing urban community. Initially, a "Farm-City Day" was held annually in the county for several years. By 1970, that evolved into the pork festival.





In the early years, as many as 25 committee members were selected by the festival chairman. Now, there are more than 1,500 volunteers and 27 different committees who help plan the festival each year. Paul and Linda Ray, who were one of the original husband-wife teams, are still involved.





"We have been involved since day one," said Linda Ray. "Preble County is known as the home of swine improvement; they thought we ought to have some kind of a festival and that's how we got the idea for pork.





Shortly after its inception, the festival gained national exposure that resulted from the arrest of the late Hollywood actor Billy DeWolfe, who was charged with speeding on Interstate 70 while traveling through Preble County.





Since Preble County became a topic of conversation on several national talk shows, DeWolfe was invited to attend the 1972 festival. He was immediately accepted as a member of the community. DeWolfe appeared throughout the festival, was a guest on area television shows and returned for the 1973 festival.





Proceeds from the festival are given back to the community through various improvements that are made at the Preble County Fairgrounds. Currently, proceeds are being directed toward the maintenance and upgrading of existing buildings on the central area of the fairgrounds.





The Pork Festival parade will kick-off on Saturday at 12:30 p.m., with 14 high school bands participating and overall will include 140 floats, fire trucks and personalities that will be a part of the parade.








how to go





THE NAME: Preble County Pork Festival





THE LOCATION: Preble County Fairgrouds, 722 S. Franklin St., Eaton





THE HOURS: Opens at 6:30 a.m.Saturday and Sunday. Closes 5 p.m. Sunday





THE TAB: Admission and parking are free





THE URL: www.porkfestival.org.


