Former Miss USA coming to town

Monday, September 20, 2004


A former Miss USA plans to bring a message of hope and encouragement to local students this week.

Lynnette Cole, Miss USA 2000, will visit Middletown this week, speaking to students at Middletown High School and Miami University-Middletown. 

“Students in ninth through 12th grade are at a point in their lives when they are beginning to formulate and develop their goals and dreams,” explained James Ewers, associate executive director for student affairs at Miami-Middletown and a member of the United Way board of directors. The local United Way and the student affairs office of Miami-Middletown teamed up to bring Cole to town.

“She is a young woman who has achieved a lot in a very short period of time,” Ewers said. “I believe that she will have a compelling story to tell students.”

Cole was born in Michigan and was adopted by Gail and Larry Cole. Lynnette and her brother, Sean, were raised in Columbia, Tenn., along with 127 children who grew up in the Cole household, which became a foster home for children for 15 years.

“I speak frequently about foster care and adoption,” Cole said. “However, this message will be geared toward the youth. I am going to let them know that whatever life gives to you — that you can overcome it and be who you want to be. All it takes is discipline and following through with your dreams.

“My parents brought me up to be a strong young woman, and taught me to follow through with the things that I wanted to achieve and they helped me to set goals.”

When Cole was 16, she decided that she wanted to be Miss USA, she said, and on her 21st birthday, she achieved that. “I set a plan, I researched it and I followed through with it,” she said.

Cole said her message will also be one of hope and encouragement, and she will share how her own hard work and tenacity have paid off.

“I hope students walk away with some insight on how to become an asset to the community,” she said. “Things are not handed to you. You have to work for things you want in life. You can’t just sit there with your hand out and hope it will fall from the sky into your hand.

“A lot of times, people think that celebrities have it made, but there is no celebrity that is an overnight success It has more to do with having a plan, getting your goals aligned and getting the job done.”

She will also meet with United Way officials here. “One of the goals of United Way right now is to talk about thriving children and how you get them into that mindset,” Ewers said. “Lynnette Cole is a wonderful example for us.”

Before gaining her Miss USA title, Cole held the crowns of Miss Tennessee World 1993, Miss Tennessee Teen USA 1995, Miss Teen USA Photogenic winner 1995, as well as Miss Teen All American 1997. Her pageant pursuits have also led to a modeling career for magazines, including Teen and Cosmopolitan.

Cole has hosted shows such as “The Weekend Vibe” for NBC and CMT’s “Ultimate Country Home.” She has also made an appearance on “As The World Turns.”
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