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Johnny A to rock Dayton

Boston-based songwriter/musician Johnny A is one of those guitar heroes that music fans across the country can’t stop talking about. 

Johnny A is a seasoned guitarist who is in the same league as other guitar heavyweights such as Steve Vai, Joe Satriani, Eric Johnson, Steve Lukather, Neal Schon and others. He performs at Dayton’s Canal Street Tavern Saturday night. 

He started off this year jamming at an industry gig (at the National Association of Music Merchants (NAMM) Winter Trade Show) with some of the guitar world’s leading players, including Lukather (Toto), Albert Lee (Eric Clapton, Everly Brothers, Emmylou Harris), and John Petrucci (Dream Theatre) as he played onstage with the legendary James Burton (Elvis Presley, Ricky Nelson, The Shindogs) at Muriel Anderson’s All-Star Guitar Night in Anaheim, Calif. 

Following that performance, he hit the road and toured the west coast in January.  He returned home and was invited to sit in with legendary songwriter Jimmy Webb at his recent show at Sculler’s Jazz Club in Cambridge, Mass. Webb wrote “Wichita Lineman,” one of the songs Johnny A covers on his 2000-01 solo debut “Sometime Tuesday Morning.” 

Because of his years in the music business and vast amount of experience as a player, Johnny A recognizes his own talent, but he’s pretty unassuming when asked about his playing skills. You won’t find him possessing the typical ego one might expect to come with the territory.

“Chasing the rock star dream, that’s not what it’s about for me.  It’s really about being able to do what I love doing,’’ said Johnny A. “My approach as a guitarist, as far as what I do instrumentally, I’m more intricate and interested in the songs. My writing and guitar playing revolve around songwriting, song arranging and song production, as opposed to my guitar playing (itself) or for the songs being a forum to solo. It’s not really about that (for me).  I’m more about delivering a song, more than I am delivering a shredding guitar solo.”

As a largely self-taught guitar player who initially played drums, Johnny A has started several of his own bands like Hearts on Fire and Johnny A’s Hidden Secret, where he played lead guitar, sang, and wrote his own songs. He went on to support more established, big-name, touring musicians, as when he played for former J. Geils Band frontman Peter Wolf’s Houseparty 5 in the mid-1990s.

After his work with Wolf ended, Johnny A decided to spend the majority of his time developing his own guitar voice and writing songs. He independently released “Sometime Tuesday Morning” on his own, selling more than 8,500 copies, before it caught the attention of Favored Nations Entertainment label head, Steve Vai. 

Since then, “Sometime Tuesday Morning” has been re-released by Favored Nations. That album and his latest release, “Get Inside,” (2004, Favored Nations), showcase Johnny A’s unique instrumental guitar voice and reflect his ability to consistently deliver well-crafted, inspiring songs.

Johnny A admitted his guitar stylings reflect a variety of musical tastes, from Latin and jazz to blues, country and rock.  

“I’ve been influenced by a lot of different styles of music and a lot of different guitar players, everyone from Jimi Hendrix and George Harrison and Jeff Beck to Chet Atkins and Wes Montgomery,” he said. “My musicality and my musical taste has always been that diverse I like my albums to be (just as) diverse. I like diversion, especially in instrumental music, because I think it is important to keep the audience inspired and excited, too. Instrumentally, it can sometimes be tough to do that, so I like to mix it up a lot.”

Citing personal career highlights, Johnny A said that having his very own Gibson Signature Guitar is exciting. 

“On one end of the spectrum, it was winning my first battle of the bands when I was 11 or 12 years old. But, another (more recent) personal accomplishment is being able to have a Gibson Signature Guitar and meeting some of my own heroes like Les Paul,” he said. 

Johnny A is touring extensively in support of “Get Inside,” and is gearing up to head to Pittsburgh to shoot his long-awaited instructional DVD for Warner Bros. Publications, which is scheduled to release in July. The DVD will consist of performance footage of Johnny A with his band. In addition, he will be interviewed, explaining his approach to music, tone and gear, as well as demonstrating some of his unique signature guitar stylings. For news and more information about Johnny A, or to find out his complete tour schedule, visit www.johnnya.com. 

Johnny A will take the stage at Canal Street Tavern on Saturday night. Tickets are $10 in advance and $12 day of the show and are available at Canal Street Tavern, 308 E. First Street in Dayton. Doors open at 8 p.m. and the show begins at 9:30 p.m.  For more information, call (937) 461-9343, or visit www.canalstreettavern.com. 

A will also be playing tonight at Jack Quinn’s restaurant on 112 E. Fourth St. in Covington in the Emerald Ballroom with Rob Fetters. Doors open at 7:30 p.m. and the show begins at 8:30 p.m. Tickets are $12 in advance and  $15 the day of the show. Show is general admission, ages 18 and up. Tickets for the Jack Quinn’s show may be charged by phone by calling (800) 594-TIXX (8499), or visit www.jackquinncovington.musictoday.com.
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