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How to go
Who: Jewel 
When: 8 p.m. Thursday 
Where: Fraze Pavilion, 695 Lincoln Park Blvd., Kettering. 
How much: $20.50. 
For tickets and information: Call 297-3720 or go to www.ticketmaster.com. 

Just a Jewel

Singer bringing accoustic guitar, no set list to Fraze

By Ginny McCabe

Cox News Service


KETTERING | Jewel goes back to basics when she brings her solo acoustic tour to the Fraze Pavilion tonight, performing some of her most-loved favorites. What's more, it won't be like any concert she has ever done — even on this same tour.

"I don't have a set list," said Jewel. "Every night is something different."

She has been doing the two-hour solo acoustic show on tour for about a year, and there is one particularly unique thing about the show.

"We're offering 'Instant Live,' where you can buy the show on a CD right after the show. I think it is really cool for a professional artist to do that. It is a lot of fun," she said.

The show itself is interactive. "I tell stories, and take requests, so it is really interactive," Jewel said. "Fans get a better show from me personally, because it is nothing that has been contrived or rehearsed. It is different and spontaneous every night.

In the midst of touring, Jewel said she is recording songs for her next record, "so I will also do a lot of new songs during the show. If I get a good take, I'll put it on my new record."

Throughout the 1990s Jewel became a familiar name in American pop. With her contemporary pop/folk style and expressive, crystalline voice, Jewel has carved her own success story. "I really like my job a lot. I think it is a gift that I get to make a living doing something that I enjoy so much. It is really a pleasure to work on songs every day and write," she said.

She began her music career at the age of 6, regularly performing alongside her singer/songwriter parents in local Eskimo villages and tourist attractions, where she grew up in Alaska.

She attended Michigan's Interlochen Fine Arts Academy and began writing her first songs. Upon graduating, she joined her mother in San Diego, and worked a series of day jobs before launching full-time into her musical career.

Her first regular gig was at the Innerchange, a coffeehouse in Pacific Beach. The word quickly spread about Jewel's music and talent, and it wasn't long before she signed with Atlantic Records early in 1995. Her debut release, Pieces of You delivered the hits Who Will Save Your Soul, You Were Meant for Me, and Foolish Games.

In 1998 Jewel returned with Night Without Armor, a collection of her spoken-word poetry; her highly anticipated second album Spirit arrived later that year, featuring the hit Hands, followed by the seasonal album Joy: A Holiday Celebration. In the fall of 2000, another literary effort, Chasing Down the Dawn, was released.

The album This Way took her toward country twang and rootsier rock, featuring the hit Standing Still in 2001. Her most recent CD went just as far in the opposite direction; it was the dance pop-oriented 0304, featuring Intuition.

In talking about her upcoming album, Jewel said it's going to be pretty raw and personal. "I've been touring solo, and doing solo material, so it is going to be a pretty lo-fi, intimate record," she said. "It will probably be a combination of six acoustic tracks with just me and my guitar, and four or five with a band."

Lyrically, she said the album will continue to address social issues, political issues and will reflect upon her life.

"I have always tried to have an eye on the long term. This is only my sixth record that I'm putting out, and hopefully, I'll have 20 more," said Jewel.

Joining Jewel for the tour is Joe Firstman, who just released his solo debut, "A War With Women." Firstman, whose style is piano-based pop, has also toured with Sheryl Crow and played last summer at the Fraze to good reviews.

The concert will begin at 8 p.m. Tickets are $20.50 and are available at all Ticketmaster locations.





