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Directed by Roger Kumble (Cruel Intentions, The Sweetest Thing), Just Friends is a romantic comedy, which stars Ryan Reynolds as Chris Brander, a high school geek that turns into a attractive and savvy Los Angeles music executive. The film begins in 1995 in New Jersey at a high school graduation party where Brander gets poked fun at by all of his classmates. He leaves the party embarrassed and in a rage as he rides off on his bike yelling, "My name is Chris Brander and I'm going to be somebody."





Fast forward ten years. Little does he know that when he is traveling with one of his potential music clients -- who his company is trying to sign -- that he will be stranded in his hometown of New Jersey for days. The bad weather leaves him and the superstar singer stuck, but the good news is he runs into a old high-school flame, Jamie Palamino (Amy Smart), and is soon reunited with her. Through the course of the movie, he eventually finds out that she is his true love.





Anticipated to be one of the holiday season's best movies, Just Friends is hilariously funny. During many of the scenes, moviegoers throughout the entire theater are laughing out loud. Perfect for this time of year, the movie also incorporates holiday themes as many of the scenes are centered around Christmas and New Year's festivities.





Moviegoers are taken on a journey as Brander and Palamino discover that they are meant for each other. However, there are many ups and downs, interruptions and circumstances, which try to keep the two apart along the way -- including people, events and outright mishaps.





In the first ten minutes of the movie you might be misled to think this is just another corny movie about a high-school romance, but the film quickly redeems itself as it gets more into the storyline and deeper into the plot. One of the main themes in addition to love is the concept that "the underdog is victorious." Brander starts out as a dorky guy that everyone makes fun of. But after graduation, he soon becomes the guy that everyone envies. With looks, personality and charm, one would think it would be easy to win over the one he loves, but not without obstacles and lots of them. You have to wait to the end of the movie for the climax, but the outcome is well worth the wait.





If you've ever been in or out of love, you'll be able to relate. While Just Friends is primarily geared to young adults, moviegoers of all ages will appreciate the humor and the lighthearted approach to life that this movie takes. It's very funny and I give it a thumbs up. 


