Monster bash


By Ginny McCabe


Cox News Service


What started out as a high school project for Germantown resident Corae Neff has turned into a huge local event that attracts national monster truck competitors. The second annual Monster Truck Summer Nationals is expected to draw thousands on Sunday to Kercher Community Park in Germantown. In addition to the race on Sunday, there will be a car show from 4 to 9 p.m. Saturday at Veteran's Memorial Park.


How to go


What: Monster Truck Summer Nationals. 


Where: Kercher Community Park, Germantown. 


When: 2 p.m. Sunday. 


Cost: $8 in advance, $12 day of show. 


Neff, who has built two trucks (Radical Response and a monster truck, Maximum Torc) and competed and won on a national level, hopes to bring that same excitement to his hometown for the second year in a row.


"We've been thinking about a show like this for about three years, and finally, last year, Corae and I decided to head up this show here," said event coordinator Bob Neff (Corae's father). "We knew the show trucks already after being involved in that aspect for several years, and then more recently we got more into the racing aspect."


Almost 4,000 people attended last year's event, which attracted 20 of the top show trucks. At least 10 of the top trucks are expected this year.


"I started building the show trucks (like Radical Response) when I was 15," said Corae Neff. "When I was in high school (Radical Response) was a FFA project that I did and won the Home Improvement award. I didn't work on houses, but I got the award with the work I did on the truck."


The Neffs love being involved in the monster truck industry, but they also have a desire to keep it close to home. "While it could be easy to put $1 million in one of these trucks, at this point, we don't want to do anything like that," said Corae Neff. "I like working close to home, because everyone knows me as the local police officer and it's my hometown. They know I've raced monster trucks nationally, but I like it more like this, where things are scaled down, and where I can actually walk down the street and say hello to everyone and not worry about (some of the demands and expectations that come with the national scene.)"


This year's event theme, "Raised In Honor of Those Who Have Fallen," will also raise funds for several local service groups and Veteran's Memorial Park.
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