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Hawthorne Heights


Dayton group gains fans via tour packages


By Ginny McCabe


Cox News Service


The Dayton-based band Hawthorne Heights, featuring Butler County residents Casey Calvert and Matt Ridenour, has rapidly expanded from the borders of its hometown.


The band landed a deal with Chicago-based Victory Records in November 2004, leading to its debut album, The Silence in Black and White.





It has also earned them spots on Billboard's charts and on the Take Action Tour '05 with Sugarcult and the Vans Warped Tour, which will come to Cincinnati's Riverbend Music Center next Friday.





"We are just about two weeks into this tour, and it is so exciting. There are tons of kids who have come out to support us, and all of the other bands are super-cool," said Hawthorne Heights frontman JT Woodruff. "Everyone is singing our songs, and there is a lot of crowd-surfing going on, so it's great."





The band has already played on the West Coast, including shows in San Diego, San Francisco and Los Angeles.





"People that have been coming to the shows are so supportive," said Woodruff.


Close to being an overnight success, the band has sold more than 325,000 copies of its album. Its first radio single, appropriately titled Ohio Is for Lovers, has charted on Billboard's Top 200, reaching No. 59 last week.





Woodruff said the song was written for the band's family and friends. "It talks about what was going on in all of our lives and the changes that we had to deal with in being on the road and away from them," he explained.





In addition to Woodruff (vocals, guitar), the band is comprised of members Micah Carli (guitar), Casey Calvert of Middletown (guitar), Eron Bucciarelli (drums) and Matt Ridenour of Trenton (bass). It originally formed in Dayton in June of 2001 under the name A Day in the Life.





Influenced by bands that range from Led Zeppelin and Quicksand to Nirvana and Shades Apart, Hawthorne Heights' brand of power-packed, post-hardcore is expansive, yet more focused than other acts with whom they might be compared.





On June 14, they released a deluxe re-issue of their debut album, which includes interviews, performances and other extras. They will kick off a headlining tour of North America and the United Kingdom this fall. In addition, they will begin recording a new CD.





