 Tanzanian Ambassador Helps Christians 'Build the Village'�Ginny McCabe�Contributing Writer��"There is one reason for my visit: I love the African people," Dr. Augustine P. Mahiga, the Tanzanian Ambassador to the United Nations, told Crosswalk.com during a recent phone interview. "Because of this love, I embrace organizations who reach out to help the people of Africa."


The seasoned international diplomat and lifelong citizen of Tanzania visited the United States at the end of August to support the efforts of Build the Village, a global missions organization that shares the Gospel of Jesus Christ with indigenous people, while building self-sustaining village communities in hopes of ending the vicious cycle of poverty and despair.


"Build the Village is on the ground in my country," Mahiga explained, "teaching my people how to be successful. Whether you're talking about poverty, disease, hunger-there is no short-term solution. The answer is investment in the people, the land, and the infrastructure of the country. Build the Village is doing just that."


Tanzania borders the Indian Ocean, between Kenya and Mozambique. It is twice as large as California, has a population of over 35 million people, and is home to the highest point in Africa, Mount Kilimanjaro. According to the U.S. State Department, Tanzania is the world's 5th poorest country, with most people earning U.S.$270 per year. Life expectancy is just over 50 years and 10 percent of the population is estimated to be HIV positive. Only 5 percent of the population reaches secondary school. Almost 80 percent of the people are farmers.


Build the Village is currently planning a 500-1000 acre Hub Project in Tarime, Tanzania. It will include farming, schools, a health clinic, and job creation activities. In addition to the project in Tanzania, Build the Village is spearheading multiple African community development projects - in Kenya, Uganda and Sudan - as well as in Asia.


By establishing a new village hub, Build the Village invests long-term in communities they are striving to reach. The "center" of the wheel is a church for theological training. "Spokes" may include an orphanage to assist the parentless; a community school to educate the disadvantaged; a medical facility to care for the sick, and a community library to help bring the world to their village.


The goal of a district village hub is to share the love of Christ through helping to meet the needs of the community, as well as developing the spiritual needs of believers. From the evangelism and discipleship process, churches are established through pastors and laymen that have agreed to lead the congregation in studying the Bible and proclaiming the Gospel to the surrounding area.


Most of the times these early churches meet under a tree and then over time, as they continue to grow, a temporary church will be built followed by a permanent church building. This is typically a three year process.


"Our process is to evangelize an area and to share Christ," explained Joe Farrell, president and CEO of Winston Joseph Companies and chairman of Build the Village. "We are working with new believers in discipling them, and then we try to meet their physical, economical and health needs."


Since the inception of Build the Village in 1998, the organization has helped to start at least 800 churches. "Recently, we have entered into a new phase with Build the Village, and that of course, is establishing these self-sufficient villages," Farrell said. "These villages help the local villagers by providing health care, education, sustenance crops, and cash crops that can be resold and that will provide the economic stimulus that these villages' need."


A typical village hub will have a steward who will oversee the maintenance and productivity of the local farms and businesses and will maintain a high level of integrity and accountability. For example, a local tea farmer will need a place to sell his tea. The steward and Build the Village staff will develop a relationship with a local tea manufacturer insuring the productivity and resources that will help develop the local growers.


Agricultural professors as well as the Minister of Agriculture from the respective regions will be involved in teaching best practice techniques. National businessmen will teach local business owners how to better their productivity and efficiency. All of which will help inspire and develop a greater sense of pride in the work of the community.


The goal of Mahiga's visit was to generate support in the United States for these projects by raising awareness of and bringing clarity to the needs of Africans. Mahiga focused on talking about how these long-term infrastructure projects are redefining how aid and relief efforts are administered in African villages. 


"I am helping Build the Village to be successful in my country by communicating with the local authorities (which would be equivalent to working with local county commissioners and mayors in the United States) within the local villages and paving the way for Build the Village to be successful," Mahiga explained. "It is also important for us to have a good start in Tanzania and be successful early so that it will gain a wider acceptance and popularity to meet more of the Tanzanian peoples' needs." 


He added, "Build the Village has basically combined (their vision with) resources and brought it down to the very basic communities needs, so that these needs can be met, as well as, to create a financial level and a stability that will sustain these villages and help them continue to grow."


Mahiga spoke at several universities, civic organizations, and churches in North Carolina, where he addressed educational, economic and health care challenges facing Africans in the new millennium.


While visiting, Mahiga met President Suber of St. Augustine College, President and Mrs. Brodhead of Duke University, Chancellor Oblinger at N.C. State University, President Hartford of Meredith College, President Leo Lambert of Elon University, Colonial Baptist Church, Cary, along with members of several business groups for the purpose of establishing global studies programs so that students may be provided with opportunities to get involved in agricultural and business development in Africa.


Anne Graham Lotz, whose AnGeL Ministries is based in Raleigh, said of Build the Village: "[It] has a heart of compassion for the African people, a steadfast commitment to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and a clearly defined goal that focuses on evangelizing, then equipping nationals themselves to develop pastors who do the work of an evangelist."


For more information, and to find out how you can get involved with Build the Village, visit their website at <http://www.buildthevillage.org/index.php> or phone (919) 460-1535.
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