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�Tuesday, September 6, 2005 ��MARK LOWRY GOES TO HOLLYWOOD AND OTHER EXCITING PLACES�Comedian's Latest Project Communicates Message of God's Love


�By Ginny McCabe�Special to ASSIST News Service ��CINCINNATI, OH (ANS) -- Mark Lowry's unique brand of humor has been a household name for more than twenty years. He has been singing publicly and recording albums and making videos since he was eleven years old. His latest effort, "Mark Lowry Goes to Hollywood," which will be released later this month (slated for release on September 13), carries on the tradition of making people laugh, cry and think as they reflect upon some of the experiences he shares on the project.��"I am very excited about this project. Special guests are Bill Gaither, Michael English, The Isaacs, LordSong, Reggie Smith, Stan Whitmire and the 110-voice reMarkable Choir," said Lowry. ��Lowry attended Liberty College (now Liberty University) in Lynchburg, Virginia, from 1975 to 1980 where he first intended to gain a business degree. But, right out of college, he began performing and traveling to every independent Baptist church around the country, which he continued to do for several years. ��"When I began singing in churches as a child and young adult, I found out that I had to do something in between the songs, so I began to talk and people started laughing. The more they laughed, the more I knew they were listening," said Lowry. "I used what I call 'humor with a punch.' I call it that because I want the humor to go somewhere and I want it to have an impact on people. I want my audience to leave with a little nugget that they can hold onto, something that will help them get through their own journeys." ��Lowry said what motivates him the most now is being able to share stories from his own life and those moments which reflect most on personal experience. "The only problem with that is I have to go through something to come up with a new story. For instance, I tell one story about my experience with a tornado and another story about a van wreck I was in when I was 19 years old. Going through a dysfunctional childhood and being a hyperactive kid became another story. So, I have to go through these traumatic experiences before I can formulate a new story," said Lowry. ��Lowry also draws some of his ideas from watching people or experiences of others he knows. "I find people funny. But I don't find myself funny at all. My friends are a lot funnier than I am, but they haven't figured out to market their humor. I’ve always been attracted to people who are naturally funny and have always surrounded myself with them," he said. ��In 1988, Lowry accepted the baritone position with the Gaither Vocal Band. Mark remained with the Vocal Band for 13 years, in addition to performing dozens of solo concerts each year as well. His comedy and antics on stage with Bill Gaither were an instant hit with the Vocal Band audiences and helped to give life to what was has become known as the Homecoming Tour. ��Lowry has been featured on each of the Gaither Homecoming videos, now numbering more than sixty, often in the co-hosting role with Mr. Gaither. Prior to the release of "Mark Lowry Goes to Hollywood," he has also recorded five comedy and music videos - four of which have gone 'Gold', and two of which have achieved "Platinum" status. ��Lowry admitted that time off and reading the Word gave him a fresh perspective on life and reminded him of his calling. After he left the Gaither Vocal Band, he took a year off from touring and being on the road. "I didn't miss the road. I didn't miss the stage. I enjoyed living life, being home on the weekends, getting to go to my own church and hang out with my friends," he remembered. "After a year off of just living, I read the “red” part of the Bible, which will change your life. Just reading the words of Jesus is an eye-opening event. I read things like Jesus hung out with the outcast, the prostitutes, sinners and tax collectors..."��More than ever, Lowry said he hopes to communicate the simple message of God's love. "I heard about God's love as a child. My first grade teacher told me that God not only loves us, he also likes us. I was such a hyperactive child and when I’d get hyper in class, my teacher would take me for a walk and talk to me about the Lord. Even though I went to a public school, she knew my parents were Christians and she could talk to me about God without getting into trouble. She was the first person that ever told me that God loved me. I want people to know that too," said Lowry. ��Through "Mark Lowry Goes to Hollywood," and through all of his other projects, concerts and future videos, he desires to genuinely communicate the message of God's love in a real and relevant way, a concept he is still learning himself. "...I am still learning how much God loves me. It's easy to tell everyone else how much God loves him or her, and I've always believed it myself, but sometimes it's hard to believe just how it applies to you personally. Honestly, there have been times in my life when I haven't always believed His love for me...But I'm getting better about loving myself," Lowry said. ��"I've enjoyed every video I've produced through the years. But, I must say, this is my all-time favorite. I love what I was able to say at the very end of the video... that God is truly, absolutely, unconditionally out of His ever-loving mind in love with us...I want the world to see this video. Not because it's funny or because of the music but because I believe so strongly in the message." 





